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mockery to lead me astray -1 beseech you to tell me, am I really
back in my own beloved land?'
(How like you to be so wary I' said Athene. 'And that is why I
cannot desert you in your misfortunes: you are so civilized, so
intelligent, so self-possessed. Any other man on returning from
his travels would have rushed home in high spirits to see his child-
ren and his wife. You, on the contrary, are in no hurry even to
ask questions and to leam the news. No; with your own eyes
you must first make sure of your wife - who, by the way, does
nothing but sit at home with her eyes never free from tears as
the slow nights and days pass sorrowfully by.
'As for your home-coming, I myself was never in any doubt:
I knew in my heart that you would get back with the loss of all
your men. But you must understand that I was not prepared
to oppose my uncle Poseidon, who was highly incensed when
you blinded his own son and has cherished his grudge against
you. And now, to convince you, let me show you the Ithacan
scene. Here is the harbour ofPhorcys, the Old Man of the Sea;
and there at the head of the haven is the long-leaved olive-tree
with the cave near by, the pleasant shady spot that is sacred to
the Nymphs whom men call Naiads. Over there you can see its
vaulted roof- it will put you in mind of many a solemn sacrifice
you have made there to the Nymphs - while the forest-clad
slopes behind are those of Mount Neriton/
As she spoke the goddess dispersed the mist, and the country-
side stood plain to view. And now joy came at last to the gallant
long-suffering Odysseus. So happy did the sight of his own land
make him that he kissed the generous soil, then with uplifted
hands invoked the Nymphs: 'And I had thought, you Nymphs
of the Springs, you Daughters of Zeus, that I should never set
my eyes on you again! Accept my greetings and my loving
prayers. Gifts too will follow as in days gone by, if through the
kindness of this warrior Child of Zeus I am allowed to live and
see my son grow up.'
*Be bold,' said Athene of the flashing eyes, 'and dismiss all
such doubts from your heart. Our immediate task is to hide your

